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Anna Adamsson 
Project Assistant 
Clean Energy States Alliance 
Anna@cleanegroup.org 
 
Anna Adamsson (she/her) is a Project Assistant for Clean Energy States Alliance (CESA). She 
works on the Energy Storage Technology Advancement Partnership (ESTAP) and co-leads 

CESA’s Energy Storage Working Group (ESWG). Her work also supports the Solar with Justice: Connecting States 
and Communities project, which focuses on how state agencies can collaborate with community-based 
organizations to develop impactful solar policies for underserved communities. Anna holds a bachelor’s degree 
in Global Studies and Environmental Policy from Purdue University. 

Work Interests: Community Solar, LMI Solar, Solar+Storage, Energy Storage, Microgrids, Energy Justice. 

 

 
Emily Basham 
Senior Manager, Partnership Development 
Connecticut Green Bank 
Emily.Basham@ctgreenbank.com 
 
Emily Basham is the Senior Manager of Partnership Development at the Connecticut Green 
Bank. She manages various strategic partnerships that further the implementation and 

development of Green Bank programs. Emily manages the Solar Municipal Assistance Program, providing 
technical assistance and project development support for underserved municipalities. She led the partnerships 
for single family solar programs, specifically, the Solar for All program to increase LMI solar and energy efficiency 
adoption in CT. Emily has extensive experience with stakeholder engagement around soft cost issues and low-
income solar. Emily holds a B.A. in Environmental Science and Political Science from the University of Michigan 
(Go Blue!). 

Work Interests: LMI solar, solar for underserved, solar + storage, energy equity, stakeholder engagement, 
energy burden reduction 
 
 

Erin Beddingfield 
Associate Director, Codes and Policy  
New Buildings Institute 
erin@newbuildings.org 
 
Erin Beddingfield is the Associate Director for Codes and Policy with the New Buildings 
Institute (NBI), where she supports jurisdictions across the U.S. in their efforts to advance 

codes, standards, policies and programs to decarbonize buildings. She has over a dozen year of experience 
working on greenhouse gas mitigation policies and programs in support of governments at all levels of 
jurisdiction and clients in the private sector. Prior to joining NBI, Erin was a Senior Associate with the U.S. 
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Climate Alliance Secretariat at the United Nations Foundation, where she led the organization’s work supporting 
states in building decarbonization, appliance efficiency standards, and lead by example initiatives. She has 
previously worked in the nonprofit and private sectors in roles focusing on greenhouse gas emissions accounting 
and reduction strategies for commercial clients and at the local, state, and federal government levels. 
 
Work Interests: Zero emissions buildings policies and programs, advanced building design and operation, energy 
codes, building performance standards. 

 
Whitney Berry  
Senior Manager of Climate Policy  
Ocean Conservancy 
wberry@oceanconservancy.org 
 
Whitney Berry is a Senior Manager of Climate Policy at the Ocean Conservancy, a nonprofit 
environmental advocacy organization that creates science-based solutions for a healthy 

ocean. Whitney helps research, formulate, and advocate ocean-climate policy at the international, federal and 
state levels. Her portfolio includes ocean-based mitigation and adaption solutions to combat climate change. 
Previously, Whitney worked for the State of California’s Natural Resources Agency as a cabinet-level climate 
policy manager within the Ocean Protection Council. She graduated from Middlebury College with a master’s 
degree in International Environmental Policy focusing on Ocean and Coastal Resource Management. 

 
Taryn Boland  
Chief of Staff  
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
taryn.boland@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Taryn joined the Board in November 2020 as the Deputy Chief of Staff and assumed the COS 
position in November 2021. In this new role, Taryn oversees the day-to-day operations of the 

agency, manages agency staffing and personnel matters, and advises the President of the NJBPU on policy 
related to achieving Governor Murphy’s goal of 100% Clean Energy by 2050 and utility regulation. In her time at 
NJBPU she has worked on several key initiatives including the NJBPU Pandemic Response Proceeding, the roll 
out of New Jersey’s Community Solar Pilot Program Year 2 and the launch of new electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure grant programs. Taryn is a lifelong New Jersey resident and earned a Bachelor in Government and 
Law at Lafayette College and a Master in Public Affairs and Politics at the Rutgers University Edward J. Bloustein 
School of Planning and Public Policy.  
 
Work Interests: Clean energy equity, energy storage and grid modernization. 
 
 

Daniel Borneo 
Project Manager  
Sandia National Labs 
drborne@sandia.gov 
 
Daniel Borneo is an Engineering Program/Project Lead at Sandia National Laboratory (SNL) 
where he leads a projects team that is part of Sandia’s Grid-Tied Electrical Energy Storage 

Program. The main emphasis of Dan’s work is to collaborate with utilities, industry partners, academia, and 
State Energy offices to develop Energy Storage (ES) projects and bring innovative electrical energy storage 
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technologies to commercialization. He also specializes in the commissioning of ES systems, and does work both 
Nationally and Internationally. Dan earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Electrical Engineering from the 
University of New Mexico, focusing on power and controls. He holds a professional engineering license in the 
state of New Mexico. 
 
 

Vero Bourg-Meyer 
Project Director, Solar and Offshore Wind 
Clean Energy States Alliance 
Vero@cleanegroup.org 
 
Vero Bourg-Meyer (she/her) serves as the Project Director for Solar Initiatives at the Clean 
Energy States Alliance, where she supports the organization’s effort to develop impactful 

programs with U.S. states and the Department of Energy as part of the Scaling Up Solar for Under-Resourced 
Communities project and the Offshore Wind Accelerator project. Prior to CESA, Vero worked in various 
capacities at Yale University, including as Program Director for Clean Energy at the Center for Business and the 
Environment. Vero practiced law, successively at international law firms Gide Loyrette Nouel and Hogan Lovells, 
in their project finance teams. Vero has advised clients on structuring roughly $5.5 billion worth of infrastructure 
investments throughout Sub-Saharan Africa, North Africa, and North-East Asia. She holds a Master of 
Environmental Management (environmental policy) from Yale University, a French JD from the Universite de 
Droit de Montpellier, and a joint US/Chinese LL.M from Tsinghua Law School in Beijing, China. Vero is a member 
of the New York bar and the Paris bar.  

Work Interests: LMI Solar, Solar Business Models, Offshore Wind Cooperation and Regional Coordination, Clean 
Energy Finance, Green Banks, Human Dignity. 

 
 

Brandon Bowser 
Energy Resilience Manager 
Maryland Energy Administration 
BrandonW.Bowser@Maryland.gov  
 
Brandon Bowser is the Energy Resilience Manager for the Maryland Energy Administration 
(MEA). He manages a suite of energy resilience-focused incentive programs that help 

Maryland organizations develop and install microgrids and other distributed energy resource (DER) systems. 
Specifically, these include the Resilient Maryland planning program, Resilient Maryland Capital Development 
program, Combined Heat and Power (CHP) Grant Program, and Jane E. Lawton Conservation Loan Program. 
Brandon is also a member of the Maryland Public Service Commission Distribution System Planning Workgroup, 
where he leads the DER and Non-wires Alternatives (NWA) subpanel. Additionally, he serves as MEA’s ESF-12 
Emergency Management Coordinator during natural disasters and other events that threaten the integrity of 
the State’s power grid and fuel supplies. Brandon previously worked for an energy consulting firm for REIT 
properties where he managed a team of energy analysts in utility redistribution and demand response. He holds 
a Master’s Degree in Finance and Bachelor’s Degree in Energy Business & Finance, both from Penn State 
University.  

Work interests: Energy Resilience, Energy Equity & Energy Justice, Microgrids & DERs, Distribution System 
Planning, Grid Modernization, Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Energy Education & Stakeholder Engagement. 
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Jennifer Bumgarner 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, U.S. Department of Energy 
jennifer.bumgarner@hq.doe.gov 
 
Jennifer Bumgarner was most recently Senior Regional Director for the Southeast with Energy 
Foundation, where she led a team working to advance equitable climate and clean energy 

solutions across a 14-state region. Prior to her tenure at Energy Foundation, Jennifer was Assistant Secretary for 
Energy with the North Carolina Department of Commerce, where she administered more than $275 million in 
federal funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and led efforts to integrate clean energy 
into the state's economic development strategy. She also served as a Policy Advisor to Governor Michael F. 
Easley and as a Policy Advisor and Deputy Policy Director to Governor Beverly Eaves Perdue. A native North 
Carolinian, Jennifer holds a B.A. in Politics from Wake Forest University and a Master of Science in Social Policy 
from the University of Oxford in Oxford, United Kingdom, where she studied as a Rhodes Scholar. 
 

 
Deana Carrillo (CESA Board Member) 
Deputy Director, Renewable Energy Division   
California Energy Commission 
deana.carrillo@energy.ca.gov 
 
Deana Carrillo serves as the Deputy Director of the Renewable Energy Division at the 
California Energy Commission. Prior to this role, she was the manager of the Local Assistance 

and Financing Office. Deana brings over 16 years of experience in leadership, public administration, clean energy 
policy, and finance to the position. Prior to joining the CEC, Deana was the Executive Director of the California 
Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation Financing Authority (CAEATFA), serving under three different 
State Treasurers. At CAEATFA, she worked to develop and oversee various financing programs to support 
California’s climate, economic development, and social equity goals. Deana has a Master of Public Policy degree 
from UCLA, with a focus in regional economic development and urban poverty, and a bachelor’s degree from UC 
Santa Cruz in political science. 
 
 

Sergio Carrillo (CESA Board Member) 
Director, Clean Energy Incentive Programs  
Connecticut Green Bank 
sergio.carrillo@ctgreenbank.com 
 
Sergio Carrillo is Director of Incentive Programs with the Connecticut Green Bank, where he 
oversees all programs designed to deploy clean energy through incentives by the Green Bank. 

The Bank's current programs include the Residential Solar Investment Program (RSIP), the Smart-E Loan, the 
Solar for All Program, and the Energy Storage Solutions Program launched in 2022. Before joining the 
Connecticut Green Bank, Sergio worked with Chesapeake Utilities Corporation where he held several positions, 
including Manager of Rates, Contracts and Regulatory Affairs, and most recently acted as Director of Corporate 
Strategy and Development, overseeing strategy development and implementation. Sergio also has extensive 
experience leading retail electricity pricing to residential, commercial, and industrial customers, as well as 
wholesale pricing procurement processes. He holds a B.S. degree in Civil Engineering, a M.Sc. in Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Engineering from Penn State University, and an MBA from Duke University – The Fuqua School of 
Business. 

mailto:jennifer.bumgarner@hq.doe.gov
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Allison Clements 
Commissioner 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
Qingliu.Yang@ferc.gov 
 
Commissioner Allison Clements has two decades of public and private sector experience in 
energy regulation and policy, representing utilities, independent power producers, developers 

and lenders, nonprofits and philanthropies on grid policy issues. Prior to her time at FERC, she spent two years 
as director of the energy markets program at Energy Foundation. Earlier, she founded Goodgrid, LLC, an energy 
policy and strategy consulting firm. She also spent a decade at the Natural Resources Defense Council in New 
York, as the organization’s corporate counsel and then as director of the Sustainable FERC Project. Before that, 
she spent several years in private legal practice. Commissioner Clements has served as a federal energy expert in 
several capacities, including as a member of a National Academies of Sciences committee on grid resilience and 
as a clinical visiting lecturer at Yale Law School. She grew up in Dayton, Ohio and now lives in Washington, DC, 
with her husband and two children. 

 
Eric Coffman 
Division Director of Energy Programs  
Maryland Energy Administration 
eric.coffman@maryland.gov 
 
 

Musa Collidge-Asad 
Chief Investment Officer  
Inclusive Prosperity Capital  
musa.collidgeasad@inclusiveteam.org 
 
As Chief Investment Officer, Musa is a core member of IPC’s leadership team, 

oversees execution of all investment transactions, and plays a critical role in determining the strategic direction 
of the organization. Previously, Musa was a Senior Officer with the World Bank and Global Environment Facility 
and held several executive roles for U.S.-based clean energy ventures and environmental finance 
organizations. Apart from his professional career interests, Musa is an avid reader and traveler, former NCAA 
athlete (having been involved with competitive athletics through college and beyond), and proponent of human 
rights causes (including in the context of international human rights and religious freedom advocacy 
groups).  The proud father of four children, he and his wife Humma (a dedicated professional teacher) share a 
lifelong commitment to education, knowledge, and making a contribution towards the betterment of society.  
 
 

David L. Comis 
Senior Energy Program Manager  
Maryland Energy Administration 
david.comis@maryland.gov 
 
David serves as a Senior Energy Program Manager at the Maryland Energy Administration 
(MEA).  His focus areas include solar energy, energy storage, nuclear energy and grid 

resilience.  Prior to working at the Maryland Energy Administration, he helped the Department of Energy 
develop their first Strategic Sustainability Performance Plan and supported the Federal Energy Management 
Program in the areas of renewable energy and technology deployment.  David’s formal education includes a B.S. 

mailto:Qingliu.Yang@ferc.gov
mailto:musa.collidgeasad@inclusiveteam.org
mailto:david.comis@maryland.gov
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in Control Systems Engineering from the United States Naval Academy, a M.S. in Management from National-
Louis University, and a M.S. in Energy Policy and Climate Change from Johns Hopkins University.  

Work Interests:  Largescale integration of variable renewables into the grid, microgrid and resilience.    

 
Ryan Cook 
Senior Program Manager 
Energy Trust of Oregon 
ryan.cook@energytrust.org 
 
Ryan Cook is a Senior Program Manager in the Renewables team at Energy Trust of Oregon. 
His primary role is managing Energy Trust’s work on the Oregon Community Solar program, 

working with developers, community groups, and stakeholders to identify and develop new projects with an 
emphasis on low-income customer benefits and community-led projects. Ryan also contributes to Energy Trust’s 
efforts to identify and pursue sources of funding that are complementary to the organization’s traditional 
funding sources and that would multiply the impact of Energy Trust programming. When he’s not talking about 
solar, Ryan is hopefully off gravel biking somewhere in the Cascade range.  

Work interests: Community Solar, LMI Solar, Funding Opportunities. 

 
Maria Blais Costello 
Manager of Program Administration 
Clean Energy States Alliance 
Maria@cleanegroup.org 
 
Maria Blais Costello is Manager of Program Administration for Clean Energy Group (CEG) and 
CESA; she is responsible for managing grants and communications for CESA and CEG projects. 

Maria directs CESA's State Leadership in Clean Energy awards. Over the past 18 years, she has managed the 
development activities and special events for both organizations. She also serves as CEG's corporate secretary. 
Maria previously worked at Conservation Law Foundation, where she served as the office manager for the 
Vermont office. She graduated cum laude from the University of New Hampshire with a B.A. in Political Science 
and a minor in Economics. 

Work Interests: Multi-State Funding Opportunities, State Policy Best Practices, Meeting and Special Events. 
 
 

Austin Counts 
Rural and Industrial Clean Energy Program Manager 
Virginia Department of Energy 
Austin.counts@energy.virginia.gov 
 

Austin Counts is the Rural and Industrial Clean Energy Program Manager with the Virginia 
Department of Energy. In this new role, Austin works to make clean energy technologies accessible in rural and 
disadvantaged communities across Virginia. Before working with Virginia Energy, Austin worked for an economic 
and environmental advocacy non-profit in Norton, Virginia, to bring solar energy and associated job 
opportunities to the coalfield region. He is an alumnus of The University of Virginia's College at Wise.  

mailto:ryan.cook@energytrust.org
mailto:Austin.counts@energy.virginia.gov


7 
 

Emily Dean 
Director of Housing Decarbonization 
New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 
Emily.Dean@nyserda.ny.gov 
 
Emily Dean is Director of Housing Decarbonization for NYSERDA where she leads the 
development and execution of strategies and partnerships to accelerate efficiency and 

electrification adoption in New York's residential and multifamily buildings, with a focus on serving low-to-
moderate income residents and affordable housing, to advance the climate and equity targets in New York's 
Climate Act. Emily also leads the Governor's 2022 State of the State initiative to develop an action plan to 
achieve Two Million Climate-Friendly Homes by 2030. Prior to this role, Emily served as Director of Market 
Development, leading NYSERDA’s work in Communities & Local Governments, Workforce Development, and 
Industrial & Agriculture. Before joining NYSERDA in 2016, Emily was Deputy Assistant Commissioner for New 
York City's DCAS Energy Management, where she developed strategies and programs to reduce emissions across 
the City’s 4,000+ public buildings. Emily earned a BA in Urban Design from NYU and MPA from Columbia 
University. 
 
 

Danielle Deane-Ryan (CESA Board Member) 
Director of Equitable Climate Solutions 
Bezos Earth Fund 
 
Danielle Deane-Ryan has devoted her career to her passion for advancing strategic, equitable 
climate crisis solutions. She is the inaugural Director of Equitable Climate Solutions at the 
Bezos Earth Fund. Prior, Danielle was a senior advisor to foundations including the Libra 

Foundation, the Donors of Color Network, and the Heising-Simons Foundation. Danielle has held executive roles 
at The Nathan Cummings Foundation; within the Obama Administration at the Department of Energy’s Office of 
Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy; Green 2.0; the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies; and the 
Hewlett Foundation. 
 
 

Mark DeBonee 
Chief Financial Officer  
Inclusive Prosperity Capital 
mark.debonee@inclusiveteam.org 
 
Mark is Chief Financial Officer for Inclusive Prosperity Capital, where he oversees the asset 
management, financial reporting, human resources, tax compliance, and treasury functions. 

He is a CPA in Connecticut with over 15 years of combined public and private accounting experience. Prior to 
joining IPC, Mark worked in fund administration for Landmark Partners (a division of Ares Management), an 
investment advisor specializing in private equity and real estate secondaries funds with over $27 billion in 
commitments, where he was responsible for the fund operations, cash management, and financial reporting for 
over 20 private equity funds. Prior to that, he spent eight years in public accounting auditing higher education 
and not for profit organizations, as well as public and private companies. He has bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in Accounting from Western New England University. 

Work Interests: Commercial and community solar, residential solar, multi-family and nonprofit clean energy 
lending, financial reporting, and tax compliance. 
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Greg Dierkers 
Project Officer 
US Department of Energy 
gregory.dierkers@ee.doe.gov  
 
Greg has worked extensively with state and local governments on clean energy and 
transportation policy. He has a proven track record building interdisciplinary teams to develop 

and deploy clean energy projects. Greg has experience working with states in various capacities at the nonprofit 
and association level, advising governors, air agencies, and state energy officials. At the US Department of 
Energy, he currently supports the roll out of key infrastructure programs that will benefit all communities. 
 
 

Samantha Donalds 
Communications Coordinator 
Clean Energy States Alliance 
Sam@cleanegroup.org 

Samantha serves as the Communications Coordinator for Clean Energy Group and the Clean 
Energy States Alliance. Samantha manages webinars, newsletters, social media, and press 

outreach. She serves as webmaster for both organizations and assists with publications and events. Samantha 
previously worked as an administrator at Fairewinds Energy Education, a nuclear safety advocacy non-profit in 
Burlington, Vermont. She has also worked as a research assistant in the environmental studies department at 
Brown University, where she researched fisheries projects in West Africa and compiled historic climate and 
fisheries data from southern New England. Samantha graduated cum laude from Mount Holyoke College with a 
B.A. in Environmental Studies and a minor in French.  

Work Interests: Webinars, Social Media, Website Development, Press Outreach.  

 
Sarah Duffy 
Associate Legal Counsel  
Illinois Power Agency 
sarah.duffy@illinois.gov 
 
 

Wafa May Elamin 
Project Manager  
Clean Energy States Alliance  
WafaMay@cleanegroup.org 
 
Wafa May Elamin is a Project Manager at the Clean Energy States Alliance focusing on the 
100% Clean Energy Collaborative and the Scaling Up Solar for Under-Resourced Communities 

Project. She has been working recently as a consultant through her own firm, Self Made Roots LLC, focusing on 
coalitions, grassroots and community initiatives. She was Executive Director for the Virginia Renewable Energy 
Alliance and is Industry Demand Co-Lead for the Virginia Energy Workforce Consortium. She holds a BS in 
Environmental Policy and Planning and a BA in International Studies Environmental Affairs from the Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech). 
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Tony Gonçalves (CESA Board Member) 
Supervising Resource Planner, Resource Strategy 
Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) 
Antonio.goncalves@smud.org 
 
As the nation’s sixth-largest community-owned electric service provider, SMUD’s vision is to 
partner with its customers and community, provide innovative solutions to ensure energy 

affordability and reliability, improve the environment, and reduce the region’s carbon footprint. Tony has been 
with SMUD since 2015, and is responsible for assessing RPS and carbon implications, development of SMUD’s 
Integrated Resource Plan, and conducting economic analysis for proposed projects and programs. He previously 
worked at two other publicly owned utilities in California and started his career at the California Energy 
Commission, where he spent over 20 years working on renewable energy issues, and was manager of the 
renewable energy office from 2009 – 2013. He holds a B.S. in Civil and Mechanical Engineering from the 
University of California, Davis.  

Work Interest: Renewable energy; resource planning; zero carbon by 2030; local carbon benefits. 

 
 

Rob Gramlich 
President 
Grid Strategies LLC 
rgramlich@gridstrategiesllc.com 
 
Rob Gramlich is President of Grid Strategies LLC, a consultancy focused on transmission and 
power market reforms for a low carbon grid.  He is also Executive Director of Americans for a 

Clean Energy Grid and of Working for Advanced Transmission Technologies (WATT Coalition). Rob previously 
oversaw transmission and power market policy for the American Wind Energy Association as SVP and Interim 
CEO, served as Economic Advisor to FERC Chairman Pat Wood III, and was Senior Economist at PJM 
Interconnection. Rob has a Master of Public Policy (MPP) degree from UC Berkeley and a BA with Honors in 
Economics from Colby College. He enjoys ultra-marathons and has coached 70 seasons of youth sports. 
 
 

Brian Granahan (CESA Board Member) 
Chief Legal Counsel 
Illinois Power Agency   
Brian.Granahan@Illinois.gov 
 
Brian Granahan is the Chief Legal Counsel of the Illinois Power Agency, an independent state 
agency tasked with developing procurement plans and conducting energy, capacity, and 

renewables procurement events for the State of Illinois and its electric utilities. Brian began his career as an 
associate with Sidley Austin LLP and worked as clean energy advocate and staff attorney with Environment 
Illinois before shifting to the public sector, serving as a policy advisor to Acting Chairman Manuel Flores and 
Chairman Douglas Scott at the Illinois Commerce Commission. Prior to joining the IPA, Brian was a Vice President 
with the strategic consulting firm of Tur Partners LLC working to incubate a startup L3C focused on cleantech 
adoption by municipal governments. Brian holds a B.S. from the University of Iowa and a J.D. from New York 
University and is a former board member of the Illinois Environmental Council and Green Economy Chicago. 

mailto:Antonio.goncalves@smud.org
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Naunihal Gumer 
Director, Regulatory Finance  
District of Columbia, Office of the People's Counsel 
ngumer@opc-dc.gov 
 
 
 

Dr. Imre Gyuk 
Director of Energy Storage Research 
U.S. Department of Energy - Office of Electricity 
imre.gyuk@hq.doe.gov 
 
Imre Gyuk directs the energy storage research program at the U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE), which funds work on a wide variety of technologies such as advanced batteries, 

flywheels, super-capacitors, and compressed air energy storage. Applications include seamless continuity of 
power supply for high-tech industry during outages, making renewables dispatchable, and helping to increase 
the capacity factor and ease congested distribution lines. Dr. Gyuk has a B.S. from Fordham University, and he 
did graduate work at Brown University where he was a research assistant to Nobel Laureate Leon Cooper. He 
has a Ph.D. in Theoretical Physics from Purdue University and became a research associate at Syracuse. Dr. Gyuk 
has taught Physics, Civil Engineering, and Architecture at the University of Wisconsin and Kuwait University. 
 
 
 

Jeni Hall 
Program Manager - Advanced Solar  
Energy Trust of Oregon 
jeni.hall@energytrust.org 
  
Jeni Hall is a Program Manager in the Renewables team at Energy Trust of Oregon. Her focus is 
working with Oregon communities and utility partners on projects that balance customer 

benefits and energy resilience with the future of the electric grid. As the technical lead she is responsible for the 
program's solar ready new construction programs, solar installation requirements and contractor quality 
management to ensure that all projects receiving incentive funds will be durable and high performing grid 
assets. Prior to joining Energy Trust Jeni served as co-owner and director of operations for Synchro Solar, a 
residential and small commercial solar installer based in Portland. She holds a graduate degree in Aerospace 
Engineering and before following her passion into working with solar was employed by Sikorsky Aircraft to 
evaluate the handling qualities of Blackhawk helicopters. 
 
Work Interests: Environmental Justice, Solar+Storage, Renewable Microgrids, Energy Resilience, Smart 
Inverters, Funding Opportunities, Workforce Development. 
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Sara Harari 
Associate Director of Innovation & Senior Advisor to the President & CEO  
Connecticut Green Bank 
sara.harari@ctgreenbank.com 
 
Sara Harari is the Associate Director of Innovation and Strategic Advisor to the President & 
CEO at the Connecticut Green Bank, where she designs new programs to deploy green 

infrastructure throughout the state. Prior to this role, she worked with utilities to accelerate the deployment 
and integration of DERs to the grid. Her career started designing energy-efficient buildings and thermal power 
plants for international clients as an energy engineer. Sara holds an MBA from the Yale School of Management, 
a Master of Environmental Management from the Yale School of the Environment, and a BS in Civil Engineering 
from Tufts University. She is the Chapter Global Relations Director for the Boston Chapter of the Women’s 
Energy Network and the head of the College Outreach Committee.  
 
 

Abbie Hasenfus 
Renewable Energy Programming Services Officer  
Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources 
abigail.hasenfus@energy.ri.gov 
 
Abbie Hasenfus began working for the Office of Energy Resources in February 2022. Abbie was 
an intern at Office of Energy Resources (OER) through the URI Energy Fellowship Program in 

2019, where she was responsible for conducting outreach work with Farmers to promote the RI Agricultural 
Energy Grant Program (RI AgEP). Abbie returned to URI during the pandemic in 2020 to get her master’s degree 
in Environmental Economics and graduated with an MS in August 2021. Abbie is now the Program Manager for 
the RI AgEP, in addition to the Clean Energy Internship Program, which pairs college students with positions in 
the clean energy industry for a 12-week paid internship.   
 
Work Interests: Energy Equity – most importantly incorporating it into program design, Environmental Justice , 
Energy Storage, All things solar!   
 
 

Lynn Heller 
Founder and CEO  
Climate Access Fund 
lynn@climateaccessfund.org 
 
Lynn Heller is the Founder and CEO of the Climate Access Fund. She is a social entrepreneur 

with extensive experience in the nonprofit sector. Prior to launching the Climate Access Fund, Lynn served as 
Vice President of the Abell Foundation, where she oversaw the foundation’s operations and managed the 
Foundation’s environmental grants portfolio. Lynn has worked as a nonprofit strategic planning and 
management consultant, and has launched political and economic development programs in Baltimore, 
California and Indonesia. Lynn is Board Chair of the Maryland League of Conservation Voters, a past member of 
the Maryland Climate Change Commission, and a founding member of the Baltimore Sustainability Commission. 
Lynn earned an M.A. in Public Policy from Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government and a B.A. from 
Princeton University, magna cum laude. 

https://www.climateaccessfund.org/
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Dale Hoffmeyer 
Residential Modeling and Analysis Technology Manager 
US Department of Energy Building Technologies Office 
dale.hoffmeyer@ee.doe.gov 
 
Dale Hoffmeyer is the Residential Modeling and Analysis Technology Manager in the 
Residential Buildings Integration (RBI) program of the Building Technologies Office in the 

Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE) at the US Department of Energy. He oversees the 
development of analytical, data, and modeling tools that estimate and communicate potential energy, carbon, 
and cost reductions associated with residential energy technologies to inform RBI and stakeholder decisions. 
 
 

Charles Hua 
Research Associate 
Clean Energy States Alliance 
charleshua@college.harvard.edu 
 
Charles Hua is a Clean Energy States Alliance (CESA) Research Associate, helping to document 
and analyze state 100% clean energy plans. He is a senior at Harvard College studying 

Statistics and Mathematics with a minor in Energy and Environment. At Harvard, Charles conducts research on 
blockchain applications in energy and green hydrogen at Harvard Kennedy School, serves on the Harvard 
Presidential Committee on Sustainability, and advises Fortune 500 companies and international NGOs on 
sustainability and energy issues. He is helping Harvard write its new sustainability plan, helped organize the 
2021 MIT Energy Conference, and launched and organized a campaign that successfully petitioned the Madison 
Metropolitan School District to become the then-largest US school district with a 100% renewable energy 
resolution. He serves on the Board of Directors for environmental nonprofits Clean Wisconsin, Energy News 
Network, and Slipstream. Charles is deeply passionate about renewable energy, corporate sustainability, and 
international climate policy to drive a clean energy transition.  

Work Interests: renewable energy, innovation, infrastructure finance, equity, environmental justice. 

 
Sara Jayanthi 
Project Manager  
New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 
sara.jayanthi@nyserda.ny.gov 
 
 

Jennifer Johnston 
Energy Program Specialist  
District Department of Energy and Environment 
Jennifer.Johnston@dc.gov 
 
Jennifer Johnston, Energy Program Specialist for the District Department of Energy and 
Environment, supports the implementation of energy efficiency, utility affordability, and home 

remediation programs at DOEE (Weatherization Assistance Program, Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program, Utility Discount Program, Solar for All Program). Jennifer worked with Pendragwn Productions to 
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produce the Emmy nominated #DCSolarStories documentary and is working to deploy solar within the District. 
This summer Jennifer will help lead the development of Clean Energy DC 2.0, the District’s next iteration of the 
city's comprehensive energy and climate action plan.  

Work interests: subscriber acquisition, policy, planning, interconnection & deployment.  

 
 

Betsy Kauffman (CESA Board Chair) 
Sector Lead – Renewable Energy 
Energy Trust of Oregon 
betsy.kauffman@energytrust.org 
 
Betsy Kauffman heads up Energy Trust of Oregon’s renewable energy sector, which provides 

cash incentives and technical assistance to solar, hydro, biopower, and geothermal projects in Oregon. The 
program has funded more than 20,000 commercial, residential, and large-scale solar projects and more than 20 
hydro, bio, and geothermal projects. Along with a local neighborhood organization, Energy Trust operated the 
first Solarize effort in the nation. Prior to joining Energy Trust, Betsy worked at For the Sake of the Salmon where 
she managed the Salmon-Friendly Power program, one of Oregon’s first programs to allow utility customers to 
choose a renewable power option. Betsy has bachelor’s degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and 
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville. 

 
 

Amy Kidd 
State Energy Program Team Lead 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Amy.Kidd@EE.Doe.Gov 
 
Amy Kidd has been with the State Energy Program (SEP) since 2010.  She leads a team of 
project officers to promote state success in advancing energy efficiency and renewable energy 

through financial and technical assistance programs.  Prior to joining DOE, Amy consulted on air quality and 
climate change issues in California.  She holds a master’s degree in Environmental Science and Management 
from the University of California and a bachelor’s degree from the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
 

Warren Leon 
Executive Director  
Clean Energy States Alliance 
WLeon@cleanegroup.org 
 
Warren Leon was appointed Executive Director of Clean Energy States Alliance (CESA) in June 
2013, after serving CESA in several other capacities, including as Deputy Director. He oversees 

the organization’s day-to-day operations and leads strategy development. He has written and edited many 
reports for CESA, including serving as lead author for Advice for States on 100% Clean Energy Planning, 
Returning Champions: State Clean Energy Leadership Since 2015, and Solar with Justice: Strategies for Powering 
Up Under-Resourced Communities and Growing an Inclusive Solar Market. Prior to working for CESA, Warren 
was Director of the Massachusetts Renewable Energy Trust, Executive Director of the Northeast Sustainable 

mailto:Amy.Kidd@EE.Doe.Gov
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Energy Association, and Deputy Director for Programs at the Union of Concerned Scientists. He co-authored the 
influential book The Consumer's Guide to Effective Environmental Choices. He holds a Ph.D. from Harvard 
University. 

Work interests: 100% clean energy, offshore wind, LMI solar, building decarbonization. 

 
 

Jade Lu  
Clean Transportation Program Manager  
Massachusetts Clean Energy Center 
JLu@masscec.com 
 
Jade Lu is a Clean Transportation Program Manager at the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center 
(MassCEC). She manages pilot and demonstration programs that are designed to accelerate 

clean mobility solutions and foster partnership between the private market, public entities, and community-
based organizations. She currently works on MassCEC’s electric school bus programs and e-bike projects and co-
leads the agency’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Working Group. Jade is also a Clean Energy Leadership 
Institute (CELI) Fellow and completed the program in 2021.  

Work interests: Equitable transition, Community engagement and capacity-building, Public-private partnerships, 
School bus electrification, and E-mobility. 
 
 

Jeff Maguire 
Senior Research Engineer 
NREL Residential Buildings Group 
Jeff.Maguire@nrel.gov 
 
Jeff joined NREL in 2012 after working as a graduate student since 2010. His research focuses 
on the modeling and performance analysis of residential water heaters, performing 

simulations to determine the impact of use and climate on water heater efficiency, and the modeling of GEB 
technologies. Jeff specializes in component modeling and performance analysis. 
 
 

 
James Mannarino 
Senior Project Manager 
New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 
James.Mannarino@nyserda.ny.gov 
 
James Mannarino is a Senior Project Manager for NYSERDA where he manages 
decarbonization initiatives in collaboration with affordable housing agency partners. To 

advance the climate and equity targets in New York's Climate Act, NYSERDA is working with New York State 
Homes and Community Renewal (HCR), New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development 
(HPD), and the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) on implementing decarbonization strategies and 
deploying resources to improve the quality, affordability, and energy performance of affordable housing 
throughout New York State. Prior to joining NYSERDA in 2020, James was a Program Manager at Partner Energy, 

mailto:JLu@masscec.com
mailto:James.Mannarino@nyserda.ny.gov
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where he managed business development and consulting services for affordable housing and utility clients in the 
Northeast US. James earned a BA in International Relations from Saint Joseph's University and a MSc in 
Environmental Policy and Sustainability Management from The New School.  

 
Yohannes Mariam 
Senior Economist  
Office of the People's Counsel for District of Columbia 
ymariam@opc-dc.gov 
 
Yohannes holds a Ph.D. from McGill University, Montreal (Canada).  He has worked as a social 
scientist and economist for the Environment Canada and the Washington Utilities and 

Transportation Commission. Currently, he works as a senior economist with the Office of the People's Counsel 
for the District of Columbia.  He is also an adjunct professor of economics and management. Yohannes has 
written extensively in several areas of economics, energy, and environment, and he serves as a reviewer for the 
International Journal of Energy Economics.  

 
Samantha Meserve, E.I.T. 
Deputy Director, Renewable and Alternative Energy Division  
Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources  
Samantha.meserve@state.ma.us  
 
Samantha Meserve is the Deputy Director of the Renewable and Alternative Energy Division 
for the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources. She first began her career at the 

Department administering the Solar Carve-Out II portion of the Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard before 
transitioning to managing the regulatory proceeding and implementation of including renewable thermal 
technologies in the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard. She has since broadened her experience to include a 
variety of policy development initiatives for renewable thermal technologies and building decarbonization. She 
began her career at the Department after graduating with her Bachelor of Science in Environmental Resources 
Engineering from the State University of New York, College of Environmental Science and Forestry and has also 
earned her Master’s in Business Administration from the University of Massachusetts at Boston. 

Work interests: portfolio standards, renewable energy incentive program design, clean heating and cooling 
technologies (air and ground source heat pumps, solar thermal), district geothermal systems, biogenic fuels, and 
building decarbonization.  

 
Kelly Mooij  
Director of Clean Energy  
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
kelly.mooij@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Kelly Mooij is the Director of the Division of Clean Energy at the New Jersey Board of Public 
Utilities. The Division leads the State’s efforts on advancing a variety of clean energy initiatives 

including offshore wind, solar, electric vehicles, energy efficiency, and energy storage among others.  Prior to 
joining the team at the Board, Ms. Mooij was the Vice President for Government Affairs for the New Jersey 
Audubon Society. Ms. Mooij has a Juris Doctorate and a master’s degree in Environmental Law from Vermont 
Law School. 
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Seth Mullendore 
President and Executive Director  
Clean Energy Group 
Seth@cleanegroup.org 
 
Seth Mullendore is president and executive director of Clean Energy Group (CEG), where he 
oversees the organization’s mission to advance energy justice and catalyze innovative energy 

strategies to address the climate crisis. He previously served as vice president and a project director for CEG, 
leading efforts to enable greater access to the benefits of solar PV and battery storage technologies for low-
income communities and communities of color and working with community-based partners to phase out 
polluting power plants with clean alternatives. Seth is a contributing author to the 2022 book “Environmental 
Justice and Resiliency in an Age of Uncertainty,” which examines various current environmental issues including 
energy justice. Prior to joining CEG, Seth served as a Sustainable Energy Fellow with Union of Concerned 
Scientists and worked with Maine Clean Communities to advance clean transportation initiatives. Before shifting 
careers to focus on energy and equity, Seth worked in the technology sector where he founded and managed a 
web development and online engagement company specializing in outreach services for colleges and 
universities. Seth holds a M.S. in Civil & Environmental Engineering from Stanford University and a B.S. in 
Geosciences from the University of Southern Maine. 

 
Galen Nelson (CESA Board Member) 
Chief Program Officer  
Massachusetts Clean Energy Center 
gnelson@masscec.com 
 
Galen Nelson is the Chief Program Officer at the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center where he 
oversees technology, market, and workforce development programs and initiatives across the 

organization’s buildings, transportation and net zero grid sectors. Galen serves on MassCEC’s executive team 
helping to inform organizational strategy and direction, and oversees the organization’s emerging climate 
finance work. Prior to this role, Galen led MassCEC’s Innovation and Industry Support division, where he created 
and managed several tech to market and commercialization acceleration programs, including in the microgrid, 
energy storage, and high-performance building sectors. Prior to joining the MassCEC, Galen led clean energy 
business and green affordable housing policy and program development efforts at the City of Boston. Galen has 
over ten years’ experience conceiving, developing, and managing energy transition programs and policies at the 
City and State level often at the intersection of urban planning, economic development, and clean energy. He 
holds a Bachelor of Arts from Colby College. 
 
Work interests:  Clean energy and climate solution innovation and market development, energy resilience, just 
transition, distribution system planning, micromobility, building science, team development. 
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Todd Olinsky-Paul 
Senior Project Director 
Clean Energy Group and Clean Energy States Alliance 
Todd@cleanegroup.org 
 
At Clean Energy States Alliance (CESA), Todd directs the Energy Storage and Technology 
Advancement Partnership (ESTAP) project, which aims to accelerate large scale electrical 

energy storage deployment through collaborative efforts with state energy agencies, US DOE Office of Electricity 
and Sandia National Laboratories. Todd also works on Clean Energy Group’s (CEG) Resilient Power project in the 
areas of solar+storage for critical infrastructure energy resiliency, distributed energy storage policy and 
economics, and is the CEG/CESA lead for state energy storage policy support. His recent work has focused on 
virtual power plants and the equitable incorporation of solar+storage into state clean energy policy and 
programs. Todd has an M.S. in Environmental Policy from Bard College and a B.A. from Brown University.  
 
Work interests: Energy storage, solar+storage, microgrids, virtual power plants, energy storage policy, energy 
storage regulation, state energy storage programs, energy storage economics. 
 
 

Bentham Paulos 
Principal, PaulosAnalysis 
Senior Research Associate, Clean Energy States Alliance 
benpaulos@gmail.com 
 
Bentham Paulos is Senior Research Associate for the 100% Clean Energy Collaborative. He has 
researched and written a range of publications for the Collaborative, including leading the 

development of the “Understanding Power Markets Series.” In previous work for CESA, he wrote a report on 
Bringing the Benefits of Solar to Low-Income Consumers. He is principal of PaulosAnalysis, providing consulting 
on energy policy, advocacy, communications, and research. PaulosAnalysis clients have included government 
agencies, nonprofits, foundations, consulting firms, trade associations, and media. Mr. Paulos is a commissioner 
on the Berkeley Energy Commission and an Affiliate in the Electricity Markets & Policy Group at Lawrence 
Berkeley National Lab. 

 
Deandra Perruccio 
Administrator, Sustainable Energy Team  
New Hampshire Department of Energy 
deandra.m.perruccio@energy.nh.gov 
 
Deandra works as the Administrator of the Sustainable Energy group within the New 
Hampshire Department of Energy. The team oversees the administration of the New 

Hampshire RPS statute and associated programs, including rebate programs for solar and pellet projects, 
competitive grant programs for LMI community solar and for Non-residential renewable energy projects. The 
team also oversees registration for the state RPS, as well as assisting the public regarding the state net metering 
rules and statutes.   

Work Interests: LMI community solar, storage, net metering, RPS. 

https://www.cesa.org/resource-library/resource/bringing-the-benefits-of-solar-energy-to-low-income-consumers/
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Abbe Ramanan 
Project Manager  
Clean Energy Group 
Abbe@cleanegroup.org 
 
Abbe Ramanan is a Project Manager at Clean Energy States Alliance and Clean Energy Group. 
In her role at CESA, Abbe specializes in equitable low-income solar policy. She manages the 

Solar with Justice: Connecting States and Communities project, which focuses on how state agencies can 
collaborate with community-based organizations to develop impactful solar policies for underserved 
communities. Abbe also leads CESA’s work in the National Community Solar Partnership States Collaborative, 
which supports states seeking to expand access to community solar.  At CEG, Abbe leads the Hydrogen 
Information and Public Education project, which aims to equip advocates, regulators, and policymakers with 
non-biased facts to counter irresponsible hydrogen proposals. Abbe also supports the Resilient Power Project, 
which strives to provide resilient power technologies like solar and battery storage to the communities that 
need it most. Abbe holds a master’s degree in energy policy from The Fletcher School at Tufts University, as well 
as a bachelor’s degree in international studies from American University. 

Work Interests: Community solar, solar+storage, hydrogen policy, environmental justice, energy justice. 
 
 

Tony Reames  
Senior Advisor, Office of Economic Impact and Diversity  
United States Department of Energy 
tony.reames@hq.doe.gov 
 
Tony Reames is the Senior Advisor at the Office of Economic Impact and Diversity of the U.S. 
Department of Energy. Dr. Reames was most recently a professor of environment and 

sustainability at the University of Michigan, where he established the Urban Energy Justice Lab to conduct 
research and develop solutions on the production and persistence of racial, income, and geographic disparities 
in energy access, affordability, decision making, and participation. Dr. Reames served as a commissioned officer 
in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and worked in both the private and public sectors as a licensed professional 
engineer. He earned a B.S. in Civil Engineering from North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University, a 
Master of Engineering Management from Kansas State University, and a Ph.D. in Public Administration from the 
University of Kansas. 
 
 

Shelley Robbins  
Project Director 
Clean Energy Group 
Shelley@cleanegroup.org 
 
Shelley Hudson Robbins is a Project Director at Clean Energy Group. Her work focuses on the 
Phase Out Peakers Project and the Resilient Power Project. Shelley joined Clean Energy Group 

after working for Upstate Forever in South Carolina for more than 13 years. At UF, she created the organization’s 
energy program, fought natural gas pipeline expansion, supported clean energy in both the statehouse and at 
the Public Service Commission, and worked on energy burden and just transition issues. Shelley has also worked 

mailto:tony.reames@hq.doe.gov


19 
 

for the Oklahoma Department of Commerce, the Florida Governor’s Office (defending the state from offshore 
drilling), and the Florida Public Service Commission. She has an economics degree from Duke University and an 
MBA from Southwestern Oklahoma State University. 
 
 

Devashree Saha 
Senior Associate 
World Resources Institute 
devashree.saha@wri.org 
 
As a Senior Associate at WRI United States, Devashree Saha supports state, city, and federal 
policymakers as they work to develop and implement policies to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and support clean energy. This includes analysis of the economics of climate action, and work to 
develop a new framework for climate federalism. Prior to joining WRI, Devashree led the Council of State 
Government’s (CSG) energy and environmental policy work where she was responsible for directing research 
and providing policy analysis and technical assistance to state legislators and executive branch officials. Before 
joining CSG, Devashree worked at the Brookings Institution where her research focused on a wide array of clean 
energy topics. She earlier worked for the National Governors Association, providing governors and their staff 
with data and guidance on best practices affecting the energy sector. She has authored several publications on 
clean energy that have informed state and city policymaking. Devashree holds a PhD in public policy from the 
University of Texas at Austin. 
 
 

Georges Sassine (CESA Board Member) 
Vice President for Large-Scale Renewables  
New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 
georges.sassine@nyserda.ny.gov 
 
Georges Sassine is the Vice President for Large-Scale Renewables at the New York State 
Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA). He leads NYSERDA’s work in 

advancing both land-based renewable energy and offshore wind resources. Prior to joining NYSERDA in 
September 2021, he spent nearly ten years at General Electric (GE) where he took on a wide scope of 
responsibilities including strategy, scenario planning, product management, innovation, marketing and business 
development. He started his career in engineering and policy analysis roles with the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP) in the Middle East and at a couple of think tanks in Washington, DC. Georges has 
also worked with several multinational corporations driving policy analysis, investment and business strategy 
including Deutsche Bank’s Energy & Climate Change Advisors team in New York and Man Group’s energy private 
equity fund in London. He is also the founder of a non-profit that advocates for transparency and good 
governance in the energy industry. Georges sits on the board of the Clean Energy States Alliance (CESA), a non-
profit platform for states and public agencies to collaborate to advance clean energy in the United States. He 
holds a Bachelor in Engineering in Mechanical Engineering from the American University of Beirut, and a Master 
in Public Policy from Harvard University. 
 
Work Interests: large scale renewables, solar, wind, offshore wind, bulk energy storage, transmission, hydrogen, 
energy equity & energy justice. 
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Austin Scharff 
Energy Policy Specialist  
Washington State Department of Commerce 
austin.scharff@commerce.wa.gov 
 
 
Austin Scharff is a policy specialist at the Washington State Energy Office. His work focuses on 

energy markets and electric and natural gas utilities. He is currently working on implementation of Washington’s 
100% clean electricity standard, the Clean Energy Transformation Act, including its equity and low-income 
provisions. He also works on Washington’s renewable portfolio standard, the Energy Independence Act. His past 
work includes contributions to the 2021 State Energy Strategy and rulemaking support for Washington’s first-in-
the-nation clean buildings performance standard. Austin holds Bachelor degrees in International Political 
Economy and Politics & Government from the University of Puget Sound and a Master’s of Science degree in 
International Political Economy from the London School of Economics and Political Science. 
 
 
 

Jennifer Schmidt 
Program Manager, Illinois Solar for All 
Illinois Power Agency 
jennifer.m.schmidt@illinois.gov 
 
Jennifer Schmidt is the Illinois Solar for All (ILSFA) Program Manager of the Illinois Power 
Agency (IPA), an independent state agency tasked with developing procurement plans and 

conducting energy, capacity, and renewables procurement events and developing solar energy incentive 
programs. In this role, she is responsible for the day-to-day management of the ILSFA, which provides incentives 
for solar development serving low-income and environmental justice communities. Prior to joining the IPA, 
Jennifer spent thirteen years working for the community action agency that serves Chicago and suburban Cook 
County, focusing on low-income energy assistance. In her various roles, she assisted in the state-level planning 
and supervised local implementation of the Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) benefit option of LIHEAP, 
as well as several utility-funded programs that helped households in Chicago and Cook County with their electric 
and heating gas bills. 
 
Work Interests: low-income residential solar, low-income community solar, environmental justice, energy 
sovereignty. 
 
 

Adetola Shabi 
Chief Financial & Administrative Officer 
Emerald Cities 
ashabi@emeraldcities.org 
 
Adetola is a highly accomplished, results-driven senior accountant, corporate strategy analyst 
and financial management executive with experience in finance and operations management 

within start-ups and multi-million-dollar organizations. His capabilities include streamlining business operations 
that drive growth and increase efficiency and bottom-line profit. Adetola has significant experience in affordable 

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/washington-state-energy-office/
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housing, workforce development and community development. He holds a bachelor’s in Economics and an MBA 
from the University of the District of Columbia. He also served as the student member on the UDC Board of 
Trustees for three consecutive terms. 
 

 
Karen Sistrunk  
Deputy People's Counsel  
District of Columbia Office of the People's Counsel 
ksistrunk@opc-dc.gov 
 
Karen Sistrunk, Deputy People’s Counsel for the District of Columbia Office of the People’s 
Counsel, serves as the primary policy advisor to the People’s Counsel in carrying out the 

agency’s mission to advocate, educate and protect DC utility consumers, and assists in the management of the 
agency’s Operations, Litigation, Consumer, and Water Services Divisions.  She directly oversees the agency’s 
litigation activities, and manages the agency’s water and climate change advocacy, with an emphasis on 
decarbonization, affordability, equitable access to clean energy services and benefits, and consumer 
engagement.  Ms. Sistrunk previously headed the agency’s Consumer Services Division and the Energy Section.  
She also served as a senior attorney at Sprint Communications, working to open telecommunications markets to 
competition primarily in New York, and was a junior partner with the firm Jessamy, Fort and Botts, working on 
general litigation and consumer-focused utility regulatory matters.  Ms. Sistrunk is a graduate of Brooklyn Law 
School and is admitted to the state bars of New York, Maryland, and the District of Columbia.   

Work Interests: decarbonization to achieve DC’s GHG reduction targets, equitable electrification/just clean 
energy transition for LMI residents, and consumer engagement. 

 
Michael Solazzo 
Investment Analyst  
Inclusive Prosperity Capital 
michael.solazzo@inclusiveteam.org 
 
Michael is an investment analyst for Inclusive Prosperity Capital. He performs underwriting, 
financial modeling, and structuring of potential renewable energy investments. Additionally, 

he contributes to fund-raising and investor relations. He supports IPC’s investment strategies, from developing, 
owning, and operating distributed solar assets, to placing debt on a wide array of clean energy projects. 

 

Christy Splitt  
Government Relations Coordinator  
Oregon Department of Energy 
christy.splitt@energy.oregon.gov 
 
Christy Splitt is the Government Relations Coordinator for the Oregon Department of Energy. 
In that role, she has been especially focused on incentive programs that can support a just 

clean energy transition. She previously spent seven years in various positions at the Oregon League of 
Conservation Voters and spent six years before that working as a staffer in the Oregon State Legislature. Christy 

mailto:christy.splitt@energy.oregon.gov
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currently serves as the PTA president at her neighborhood public school and relishes Oregon summer 
adventures with her family.  

Work Interests: engaging environmental justice communities in energy decision-making and projects, examples 
of energy programs that are working for other states, legislative affairs. 
 

 
Regina Strong (CESA Board Member) 
Environmental Justice Public Advocate  
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy 
strongr1@michigan.gov 
 
Regina Strong leads the Office of the Environmental Justice Public Advocate (OEJPA) in 
Michigan’s Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE). Gov. Gretchen 

Whitmer created the office in 2019 as an external and internal voice for environmental justice throughout 
Michigan. It establishes and implements processes and reporting of environmental justice complaints and helps 
resolve issues. As public advocate, Regina also leads the state’s Interagency Environmental Justice Response 
Team and established the Michigan Advisory Council on Environmental Justice. Previously served as the 
Michigan Director of the Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal Campaign.  She also previously served as the Executive 
Director of Community Development Advocates of Detroit. For more than 30 years, Regina has been a leader in 
public affairs, advocacy, and the fight for justice and equity. Achieving environmental justice and intentionally 
addressing systemic inequities are core elements of her work.  
 
 
 

Ethan Tremblay 
Energy Policy Analyst  
Maine Governor's Energy Office 
ethan.tremblay@maine.gov 
 
Ethan Tremblay serves as an Energy Policy Analyst for the Maine Governor's Energy Office, 

focusing on a variety of renewable energy policy initiatives. Before joining the office, he worked in the private 
sector providing energy efficiency program administrators and utilities with program evaluation, customer 
analytics, and data management services. Ethan earned his Master of Science in Resource Economics and Policy 
from the University of Maine. 
 

Work interests: offshore wind markets and strategy, transmission planning, distributed generation program 
design, grid modernization, energy storage.  
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Kelly Turner 
Deputy Legal Counsel  
Illinois Power Agency 
Kelly.A.Turner@Illinois.gov 
 
Kelly Turner is the Deputy Legal Counsel of the Illinois Power Agency (IPA), an independent state 
agency tasked with developing procurement plans and conducting energy, capacity, and 

renewables procurement events and developing solar energy incentive programs. Kelly joined the Agency in 2020. 
In this role, she provides legal assistance and support in the development and preparation of procurement plans, 
including the Agency’s annual Electricity Procurement Plan, biennial revisions to the Agency’s Long-Term 
Renewable Resources Procurement Plan, and any future planning processes. In addition, she works closely with 
the IPA Chief Legal Counsel in litigation before the Illinois Commerce Commission. Prior to joining the IPA, Kelly 
worked as the Senior Attorney for the Citizens Utility Board and as a trial attorney in the Office of General Counsel 
at the Illinois Commerce Commission. Over the course of her career, she has developed an expertise in energy 
and renewables procurements, utility ratemaking, energy efficiency and demand response programs, 
administrative rulemakings, and consumer protection in energy supply and solar product marketing. She holds 
dual bachelor’s degrees from Miami University and juris doctor degree from Chicago-Kent College of Law. Outside 
of her professional life, she enjoys spending time in the outdoors with her family and competing in triathlons. 

 
Jim Walsh 
Policy Director  
Food & Water Watch 
jwalsh@fwwatch.org 
 
Jim currently serves as the Policy Director for Food & Water Watch. In this capacity, Jim works 
with Food & Water Watch’s policy experts and national allies to develop and implement 

campaigns to mobilize the public and educate decision makers on strategies that support the development of a 
better food system, a safe and livable climate and support safe and clean public water for all. He has led efforts 
and overseen numerous campaigns focusing on priorities such as banning fracking, labeling genetically 
engineered foods, ending water privatization, as well as pushing back on the fossil fuel industry backed false 
solutions to the climate crisis including carbon pricing, offsets, carbon capture, hydrogen and factory farm 
biogas. 
 
 

Karen Wayland 
Chief Executive Officer 
GridWise Alliance 
 
Dr. Karen Wayland is a recognized expert in national energy and environmental policy and 
served in leadership positions at the highest levels of government and nonprofits. She is CEO 
of the GridWise Alliance, a nonprofit that leverages diverse stakeholder perspectives to 

articulate the numerous benefits of grid modernization. Through her business, kW Energy Strategies, she 
provides strategic consulting on grid modernization policy, coalition building and communications. At the US 
Department of Energy during the Obama Administration, she established a team for Secretary Moniz to conduct 
analyses and develop strategies for DOE’s work with states, local authorities, served on leadership team for the 
Quadrennial Energy Review (QER), and was primary author of the QER “Modernizing the Grid” chapter and 
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policy recommendations. Dr. Wayland worked on energy and climate legislation for House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
and Senator Harry Reid. Her extensive experience with nonprofit organizations, includes CEO of the Clean 
Energy Project, Legislative Director at the Natural Resources Defense Council, Director on the Board of Center 
for Sustainable Energy, and Distinguished Associate at the Energy Futures Initiative. She holds a Dual Ph.D. in 
geochemistry and resource development from Michigan State University. 
 
 

Tanya Wayland 
Energy Analyst 
New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission 
Tanya.P.Wayland@energy.nh.gov 
 
Tanya serves as an Energy Analyst for the Sustainable Energy Division (SED) at the New 
Hampshire Department of Energy.  Tanya has worked as the Program Manager of the 

Commercial and Industrial Solar Rebate Incentive Program and is part of the SED team currently working on a 
community solar program to benefit low and moderate income residential electric customers.   
 
Work Interests: Community Solar, LMI Solar, renewable energy incentive program design to benefit low and 
moderate income customers, affordable housing renewable energy incentive program design. 
 
 
Kathleen Wehnes 
Regulatory Engineer  
Maryland Department of the Environment 
kathleen.wehnes@maryland.gov 
 
 
 

Daniel White  
Energy Program Specialist  
District of Columbia, Department of Energy and Environment 
daniel.white2@dc.gov 
 
Daniel White has over 14 years of experience with the Department of Energy and Environment 
(DOEE) in Washington, DC. Daniel manages programs focused on providing access to tools and 
resources to encourage the integration of energy efficiency, renewable energy, sustainability, 

and innovation into project developments across the District. His experience also includes leading collaborative 
efforts with federal, state and local partners to develop strategies and implement best practices for solar 
programs. Most recently, through the District of Columbia “Solar for All program”, Daniel’s work has focused on 
Community Solar project models to scale sharing the benefits of solar energy for households in the most 
vulnerable communities. 


